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please carry it to him yourself and urge the policy upon him. It may have escaped his attention. Any news? If so please write me.                             Truly YourSt BENJ. F. BUTLER
Enclosure referred to in Foregoing Letter
LOWELL, May 3rd, 1805
Hon. ANDREW JOHNSON, President of the United States
DEAR SIR: Availing myself of your kindness in allowing me to make suggestions of such thoughts as may strike me relating to public affairs, I take leave to bring to your attention wliat doubtless may have been a subject of thought with yourself, the present condition of the people of the South in this regard: the surrender of their forces, and the stopping of the war, happening quite late in the season for planting, Southern men are doubtful what is to be the policy of the Government in regard to confiscation, and in regard to the parcelling out of the lands to the Freedmen and the refugees. Such doubts we all know tend to paralyze industry, but unless they plant in seed time they cannot harvest, and in the present state of the country there must be almost starvation the coming winter, which will call for aid from the Government unless provided for.
I would therefore suggest that an Executive Proclamation in regard to agriculture, like in its beneficent purposes that issued by the President in regard to trade, be at once put forth, to reassure the people of the South upon this point, while the Government is maturing its policy as to the disposition of property in the South, and getting the necessary machinery to work. Seed time will not wait for that, therefore let it be stated to the South, under your signature, that whatever may be final policy of the Government as to the dispositions of their lands and property of the South, he who sows or plants shall also reap, and that his right in the product of the soil produced by his labor and care shall appertain to him, whether loyal or disloyal, so far at least as the present season is concerned, and let every man, white or black, in the South be exhorted to sow, and plant everything that can be sown and planted, especially corn and breadstuff s. To that might also be added the production of meat, especially bacon, the staple food of the South, with the assurance that the Government will protect them in the production. The necessity of immediate action upon the point, even while the Government